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Chapter 2 Description 





Description 
2.a Description of the Property 


2.a.1 Description of the Property as a Whole 


1) Overview 
The nominated property is an outstanding example of the development of sedentism from emergence, subsequent 


development to maturation and of spiritual culture in a hunter-fisher-gatherer society in Northeast Asia over a 
long period of time exceeding 10,000 years. It bears exceptional testimony to preagricultural lifeways as well as the 
development of a preagricultural human society. 

This property is in an area extending from the southern part of Hokkaido Island to the northern part of the main 
island of the Japanese archipelago. The component parts are located in various types of geographical settings ranging 
from mountains and hills to plains and lowlands. In the area, there are inland bays, lakes, and rivers with an abundant 
flow of water. In the prehistoric times that this property dates back to, cool-temperate deciduous broad-leaved forests 
of chestnut, walnut and other nut-bearing trees covered an extensive area to the coastline. Off the coast, warm and cold 
currents intersected, creating rich fishing grounds. In addition, migratory fish such as salmon and trout seasonally 
swam upriver. Blessed with such natural resources, people started sedentary lifestyle early in this region, which 
underwent further development and reached maturity. Along with this, spiritual culture also matured, and ritual places 
unique to this region appeared. 

This property attests to a preagricultural lifestyle led by prehistoric people in this region, which started around 
13,000 BCE and continued up to around 400 BCE. This time is categorized as the Jomon period in the history of Japan. 
It is contemporaneous to a wide span from the Paleolithic to Neolithic periods, and even partly the Bronze Age, in 
Northeast China and Far East Russia of Northeast Asia, from the Paleolithic to the Spring and Autumn period and 
Warring States period in China to the south of the Yellow River, and from the Paleolithic period through the Iron Age 
to the establishment of the Roman Empire in Europe (Figure 2-1). 
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Figure 2-1 Jomon period in world history 





During the period of this property, as the global climate became warmer rapidly after the Paleolithic period, a rice- 
farming agricultural society was established along the Yangtze River of China against the backdrop of evergreen laurel 
forests and a grain-farming agricultural society was established along the Yellow River of China against the backdrop of 
evergreen laurel forests and deciduous broad-leaved forests. In Northeast Asia, it is known that hunter-fisher-gatherer 
societies were established in Northeast China and in Far Eastern Russia against the backdrop of deciduous broad-leaved 
forests and deciduous coniferous forests, respectively (Figure 2-2). 

The Japanese archipelago was in the stage of hunter-fisher-gatherer society in evergreen laurel forests and cool- 
temperate deciduous broadleaved forests (Boreal Beech Forest); from Hokkaido Island to Okinawa Island, there 
appeared hunter-fisher-gatherer societies that adapted to specific geographical and climatic conditions. 

This property bears exceptional testimony to the development of sedentism from emergence to subsequent 
development and maturity and of complex spiritual culture over a very long period exceeding 10,000 years, based on 


hunting, fishing, and gathering, in Northeast Asia. 
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Figure 2-2 Distribution of vegetation in Northeast Asia in Holocene 


2.a.2 Selection and Composition of the Component Parts 


In Hokkaido and northern Tohoku, where this property is located, over 20,000 archaeological sites of the Jomon 
period have been discovered. From them, 17 archaeological sites have been carefully selected as the component parts 
of the property on the condition that it is possible to verify the high value based on the results of archaeological 
excavations etc.; they are in a good state of conservation and are designated by the national government as Historic Site 
or Special Historic Site; and thorough protection measures are put in place by responsible local governments with the 
instruction and advice from the national government. (For details, refer to 3.2.4 Comparative Study with Archaeological 
Sites in Hokkaido and Northern Tohoku in Chapter 3.) 

The 17 archaeological sites, as shown in Figure 2-3, are categorized and ordered to give a chronological account 
of the 6 stages (3 main stages and 2 sub-stages per each stage) from the emergence to development and maturity of 
sedentism. (For details, refer to 1-2 Life of People in Hokkaido and Northern Tohoku of 2.b.1 History and Development 
of the Property in Chapter 2.) 

These 17 archaeological sites are those of settlements, ritual places, cemeteries, etc., spanning a total period of over 
10,000 years. Their locations varied from seacoast to inland bay, river, lake, and mountain, against the backdrop of 
abundant forest resources of the Boreal Beech Forest Zone and rich aquatic resources that occurred where the warm and 
cold currents happened to intersect. The distribution and location of the component parts, transition in the structure 
of archaeological sites, and diverse unearthed artifacts give tangible testimony to an extremely unique way of life and 
belief, as well as the diverse livelihoods of people who developed the form of settlement and created distinctive ritual 
places, while continuing their hunter-fisher-gatherer lifestyle without changing to agriculture. 
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Figure 2-3 Schematic figure showing the development of settlements and spiritual culture deducible from the series of the component parts of the property 
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2.a.3 Description of the Individual Component Parts 


Component Part 001 Odai Yamamoto Site 
Settlement site attesting to the inception of sedentism with the use of pottery 


13,000 BCE 7,000 BCE 5,000 BCE 3,000 BCE 2,000 BCE 1,500 BCE 400 BCE 





Stage |. Emergence of Sedentism | Stage Il. Development of Sedentism Stage Ill. Maturity of Sedentism 


la. Settlements 
emerge. 





Figure 2-4 The stage of sedentism to which this component part corresponds 


This component part is located in Sotogahama Town in the central part of the Tsugaru Peninsula in Aomori 
Prefecture, on a river terrace at an altitude of 26 m on the left bank of the Kanita River (Photo 2-1 and Figure 2-5). It is 
near a river that salmon and trout, which are important food source, seasonally ascend, and also in a place where 
high-quality stone materials that are suitable for stone tools necessary for daily activities are available (Figure 2-6). 

This settlement site dates from the first half of the initial period of sedentism (Stage Ia), attesting to the use of 
pottery for cooking food and boiling water and the formation of a dwelling site in this location. The emergence of 
pottery, which is not suitable for a mobile lifestyle, is eloquent evidence of the inception of sedentism, or sedentary 
lifestyle in a fixed location. 

The dwelling site was an oval area measuring 26 m north-south and 20 m east-west, and contained places where 
pottery was used and stone tools were crafted (Figure 2-7, 2-8, and 2-9). From this, it is thought that there were some land 
use rules or regulations. However, rituals and ceremonies were not yet differentiated. 

The radiocarbon dating of the carbonized material on the unearthed pot shards (Photo 2-2) show that they date 
back to around 13,000 BCE, the earliest in Northeast Asia. The unearthed stone tools show the same characteristics as 
the artifacts of the preceding late Paleolithic period, but at the same time stone arrowheads have also been unearthed, 
which suggest that people started to use bows and arrows (Photo 2-3 and 2-4). 

This component part dates from the period when global warming occurred, and people’s lifestyle was drastically 
changing from nomadic lifeway to sedentism (ca. 13,000 BCE). People moved from the mountain area to the plains 
and selected the location of the sedentary life to secure food stably and maintain their living. It is an important 
archaeological site attesting to the inception of sedentism and people's livelihood near the river. 
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Photo 2-1 Entire view of Odai Yamamoto Site (from south) 
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Figure 2-5 Aerial photo of the component part and buffer zone (directly from above) 
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Figure 2-7 Distribution of unearthed artifacts 
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Figure 2-8 Estimated land use at Odai Yamamoto Site 
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Figure 2-9 Unearthed pot shards and stone tools 





Photo 2-3 Stone arrowheads that were 
unearthed together with pot shards [right: 2.7 


cm long] [RESET 


8 | 7 


Photo 2-2 Pieces of the earliest pottery in Northeast Asia (ca. 13,000 BCE) [top right: Photo 2-4 Stone axe that were unearthed 
2.1 cm wide] Residential together with pot shards [left: 19.3 cm long] 
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Component Part 002 Kakinoshima Site 
Settlement site attesting to the beginning of functional differentiation within settlements such as distinction 


between the residential area and the burial area 
7,000 BCE 5,000 BCE 3,000 BCE 2,000 BCE 1,500 BCE 





Stage |. Emergence of Sedentism Stage Il. Development of Sedentism Stage III. Maturity of Sedentism 





Ib. Settlement facilities 
are divided. 


Settlement 





Figure 2-10 The stage of sedentism to which this component part corresponds 


This component part is located in Minamikayabe, Hakodate City on the eastern Pacific coast of the Oshima 
Peninsula in the southwestern part of Hokkaido, on a coastal terrace at an altitude of 32 to 50m on the left bank of 
the Kakinoshima River (Photo 2-5 and Figure 2-11). It is in a place blessed with aquatic and forest resources, with forests 
extending in the hinterland near the seacoast (Figure 2-12). 

It dates from the second half of the initial period of sedentism (Stage Ib). In the central part of the terrace, the 
residential area that is durable and livable for a long time, i.e. pit dwelling, was built; to its south, the burial area was 
made. The residential area and the burial area were separated, showing the functional differentiation within the 
settlement (Figures 2-13 and 2-14, Photo 2-6). This indicates that, with regard to land use, there was a distinction between 
daily space and special space. It also shows the attachment people developed to land. 

Clay tablets imprinted with children's footprints have been found among burial goods unearthed from the burial 
area(Photo 2-7). This is a unique funeral practice of this region and it shows a high degree of spirituality . 

In relation to livelihood, many stone sinkers for fishing nets have been unearthed from pit dwelling sites. It is 
therefore understood that fishing was very actively practiced (Photos 2-8 and 2-9). 

Also, in the first half of the maturation period of sedentism (Stage IIIa), large artificial earthen mounds were 
constructed (Photos 2-10 and 2-11), indicating that rituals and ceremonies were actively conducted. 

This component part is an archaeological site of a settlement that dates from the second half of the initial period 
of sedentism (ca. 7,000 BCE). It is an important archaeological site that attests to people's livelihood during the 
marine transgression and in the coastal area, the emergence of durable pit dwellings, and the beginning of functional 
division such as distinction between daily space and special space within the settlement and also between residential 
area and burial area. In addition, it is also notable that artificial earthen mounds were constructed as ritual place in 
the first half of the maturity of sedentism (ca. 2,000 BCE). 





Photo 2-5 Entire view of Kakinoshima Site (from east) 
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Figure 2-11 Aerial photo of the component part and the buffer zone (directly from above) 
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Figure 2-12 Surrounding landforms 
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Figure 2-13 Distribution of archaeological remains (excavated area) 
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Kakinoshima Site 


Photo 2-6 A large pit grave surrounded by other pit graves — Burial area 


Photo 2-7 Clay tablets with footprints and stone tools that were deposited as burial goods [top left: 14.8 cm] | Burial area 
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Photo 2-8 Stone sinkers for fishing nets as excavated in concentration |Residential 


Photo 2-9 Stone sinkers [middle one in front row: 9.5 cm long] (Residential 
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Photo 2-11 The archaeological remains of an artificial earthen mound on a part of small hill Ritual place 
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Component Part 003 Kitakogane Site 


Settlement site attesting to the formation of settlements, where diverse archaeological remains and a great 


amount of shell, fish bone, and marine animal bone have been unearthed 
13,000 BCE 7,000 BCE 5,000 BCE 3,000 BCE 2,000 BCE 1,500 BCE 400 BCE 





Stage Ill. Maturity of Sedentism 





Stage |. Emergence of Sedentism Stage Il. Development of Sedentism 
lla. Settlement facilities 
diversify 


eo 1 


Figure 2-15 The stage of sedentism to which this component part corresponds 
This component part is located in Date City on the eastern bank of Uchiura Bay in the southwestern part of Hokkaido, 
on a hill at an altitude of 10 to 20 m (Photo 2-12 and Figure 2-16). It faces Uchiura Bay, abundant in aquatic resources and 
is backed by deciduous broadleaved forests abundant in forest resources (Figure 2-17). 

This is an archaeological site dating from the first half of the development of sedentism (Stage IIa). The residential 
area, burial area, and shell mound were sited closely on a hill (Figure 2-18, Photos 2-13 and 2-14). In the lowland, there 
remain a spring and archaeological remains of a watering place (Figure 2-18, Photos 2-15 and 2-16). Near the residential area, 
a shell mound and a burial area were formed in an integral manner. Because there are various types of archaeological 
remains as stated above, this site is considered to have been a settlement. 

During the peak of marine transgression, shell mounds and the residential area were on the top of the inland hill, 
and the shells found in the shell mounds were mainly those of common orient clam, which inhabit the warm environ- 
ment. As the marine regression occurred, their locations moved toward the lowland near the sea and the number of 
the shells of common orient clam decreased. The way that environmental adaptations were made can be seen in the 
change in the location of shell mounds and the residential area as well as in the composition of shellfish species found 
in the shell mounds. And it corresponds to the sea-level change, i.e. marine transgression and regression (Figure 2-20 
and Photo 2-13). Shells unearthed from the shell mounds (eg. common orient clam, oyster, and scallop), bones of fish 
(eg. tuna and flounder), and bones of marine animals (eg. fur seal and whale) show the characteristics of livelihood of 
this region that was based on fishing. 

From the spring and the archaeological remains of a watering place, a great number of deliberately broken stone 
mortars and stone dishes have been unearthed. It is thought that this place had a ritual function associated with 
disposal of stone implements (Figure 2-18, Photos 2-15 and 2-16). In addition, animal bones were intentionally aligned in 
the shell mounds, which also shows a high degree of spirituality. 

This component part dates from the first half of the development stage of sedentism (ca. 5,000 BCE to 3,500 
BCE). It is an archaeological site of a settlement accompanied by shell mounds. It is an important archaeological 
site attesting to the livelihood in the coastal area, people's adaptation to the marine transgression and regression, 
facilities that give a clue to the characteristics of a settlement, and a high degree of spiritual culture such as rituals 
and ceremonies at the watering place and shell mounds. 








Photo 2-12 Entire view of Kitakogane Site (from southeast) 
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Figure 2-16 Aerial photo of the component part and the buffer zone (directly from above) 
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Figure 2-17 Surrounding landforms 
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Figure 2-18 Distribution of archaeological remains (excavated area) 
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Figure 2-19 Estimated land use at Kitakogane Site 
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Figure 2-20 Transition of dumping grounds (shell mounds). The different locations of a series of shell mounds are considered to reflect the 


movement of settlements in response to the receding coastline during the marine regression (arrows indicated in the figure). 
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Photo 2-13 Cross-section of a shell layer Dumping ground 


Photo 2-14 Pit grave with the bones of a person buried in a crouched position Burial area 
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Photo 2-15 Ritual place in a watering space 


Component Part 003 
Kitakogane Site 








ERAT: 


: SF ار‎ E 
aT yo hts 7 
"4 Ait مان‎ d aE 


E a AE 
: $ Le: 0 PRE Nhat 2a. 
c eh. uM e. ج‎ | 
S الم‎ eee de 
ITOT SEO SU ECC 


Photo 2-16 Stone tools unearthed from ritual place 
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Component Part 004 Tagoyano Site 
Settlement site attesting to the typical settlement structure of this period, such as the residential area, burial area, 
storage facilities, and dumping grounds 





Stage |. Emergence of Sedentism Stage Il. Development of Sedentism Stage Ill. Maturity of Sedentism 





lla. Settlement facilities 
diversify 
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Figure 2-21 The stage of sedentism to which this component part corresponds 








This component part is located in Tsugaru City in the western part of Aomori Prefecture, in a flat and slightly sloped 
land on a hill at an altitude of 10 to 15 m on the left bank of the Iwaki River (Photo 2-17 and Figure 2-34). It faces on what 
used to be an inland bay during the marine transgression, called Paleo-Lake Jusanko. This place was suitable for 
inland-water fishing and shellfish harvesting, and deciduous broadleaved forests abundant in forest resources spread 
in the hinterland (Figure 2-23). 

This settlement site dates from the first half of the development stage of sedentism (Stage IIa). Within the 
settlement, pit dwellings, graves, shell mounds, and dumping grounds were placed separately (Figures 2-24 and 2-25). 
There were other facilities to support sedentary lifestyle, such as multiple semi-underground storage pits. The 
distinction between the residential area and the burial area continued, and dumping grounds were built, from which 
pot shards, stone implements, ritual artifacts, etc. have been unearthed. The existence of dumping grounds indicate 
that people made efforts to maintain a clean environment and people performed rituals and ceremonies as part of 
their daily life. From a pit grave, the bones of an interred adult female with signs of having given birth have been 
discovered, giving clue to burial customs at that time (Photo 2-18). 

The hill is dotted with shell mounds (Photo 2-19), which contain mainly the shells of brackish shellfish, such 
as Corbicula japonica and Unio douglasiae. Carbonized Japanese walnut and chestnut have also been unearthed, 
showing that people also used forest resources. 

From the shell mounds and dumping grounds, not only pot shards and stone implements, but also still usable 
tools made of the bone of large mammals such as whale and dolphin have also been unearthed (Photo 2-20). This 
indicates that these dumping grounds had characteristics as ritual place, and show a high degree of spirituality. In 
addition, many unfinished bracelets made of dog-cockle shell (Glycymeris albolineata) have been unearthed(Photo 
2-21). Therefore, it is understood that people living in this settlement manufactured shell products on the site. 

This component part dates from the first half of the development stage of sedentism (ca. 4,000 BCE to 2,000 
BCE). It is an archaeological site of a settlement accompanied by shell mounds. It is an important archaeological site 
attesting to the livelihood around the inland bay and the settlement structure of a settlement in this region, such as 
the placement of various facilities to support sedentary life. 


Photo 2-17 Entire view of Tagoyano Site (from southeast) 
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Figure 2-22 Aerial photo of the component part and the buffer zone (directly from above) 0 500 m 
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Figure 2-24 Distribution of archaeological remains (excavated area) 
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Figure 2-25 Estimated land use at Tagoyano Site 
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Photo 2-18 Bones of an adult female with signs of childbirth ina pit grave ^ Burial area 
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Photo 2-20 Bone and antler implements [bottom right: 10.0 cm long] | Dumping ground 
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Photo 2-21 Pieces of seashell Glycymeris albolineata (top left, 7.0 cm long) and a stone ornament (right bottom) Dumping ground 
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Component Part 005 Futatsumori Site 


Settlement site attesting to environmental changes, as recorded in the composition of saltwater shellfish and 
brackish shellfish in the shell mound 
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Figure 2-26 The stage of sedentism to which this component part corresponds 
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This component part is located in Shichinohe Town in the eastern part of Aomori Prefecture, on a terrace at an 
altitude of approximately 30 m on the west bank of Lake Ogawara along the Pacific coastline (Photo 2-22 and Figure 
2-27). It sits in the most inland area facing what used to be lakes and marshes during the marine transgression period. 
With forests expanding in the hinterland, this place was suitable for using not only forest resources, but also aquatic 
resources through inland-water fishing and seashell hunting (Figure 2-28). 

The settlement site dates from the first half of the development period of sedentism (Stage IIa), and expands 
mainly in the eastern part of the terrace, with the residential area comprising pit dwellings and storage pits in a 
flatland and the dumping ground and burial area outside the residential area (Figures 2-29 and 2-30, Photo 2-24). 

Shell mounds were formed on the northern and southern slopes of the hill (Photo 2-23). The lower layers contain 
shells of saltwater shellfishes and the upper layers contain those of brackish shellfishes, clearly reflecting the 
environmental changes due to marine transgression and regression. Since fishing tools, such as hooks and harpoons, 
and fish bones have been unearthed, it is understood that fishing was very actively practiced (Photo 2-25). 

The shell mounds contain not only shells but also still usable bone-made objects, finished pot shards, and so forth 
(Photo 2-26), indicating that they were dumping grounds of ritual characteristics. From some storage pits, human 
bones have been unearthed, indicating that some storage pits were later used as graves. An exquisitely crafted antler 
comb has also been unearthed from this site (Photo 2-27). It is a precious find, showing a high degree of spirituality 
and craft skills at that time. 

This component part dates mainly from the first half of the development period of sedentism (ca. 3,500 BCE 
to 3,000 BCE). It is an archaeological site of a settlement accompanied by large shell mounds. It is an important 
archaeological site attesting to livelihood around lakes and marshes, settlement structure centering on shell mounds 
and so forth, and people’s adaptations to environmental changes such as marine transgression and regression, as is 
recorded in change in the type of shell in the shell mounds. 








Photo 2-22 Entire view of Futatsumori Site (from east) 
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Figure 2-27 Aerial photo of the component part and the buffer zone (directly from above) 
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Figure 2-29 Distribution of archaeological remains (excavated area) 
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Figure 2-30 Estimated land use at Futatsumori Site 
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Photo 2-23 Cross-section of a shell layer Dumping ground 
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Photo 2-24 Artifacts as excavated from the archaeological remains of a dumping ground Dumping ground 
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Component Part 005 
Futatsumori Site 


Photo 2-25 Fishing tools (bone tools) [3rd one in the lower row from right: 8.6 cm long (antler-made)) Dumping ground 


Photo 2-26 Unearthed shells Dumping ground Photo 2-27 Antler comb [11.3 cm long] Dumping ground 
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Component Part 006 Sannai Maruyama Site 
Large hub settlement site comprising various facilities, attesting to the outstanding development of ritual place 


7,000 BCE 5,000 BCE 3,000 BCE 2,000 BCE 1,500 BCE 400 BCE 





Stage |. Emergence of Sedentism Stage Il. Development of Sedentism Stage IIl. Maturity of Sedentism 





Ilb. Hub settlements 
appear. 





Figure 2-31 The stage of sedentism to which this component part corresponds 


This component part is located in Aomori City in the central part of Aomori Prefecture, on a river terrace at an 
altitude of 20 m on the right bank of the Okidate River flowing into Mutsu Bay (Photo 2-28 and Figure 2-32). It faces on 
the inland bay and river mouth, with deciduous broadleaved forests abundant in forest resources expanding in the 
hinterland (Figure 2-33). 

The settlement site dates from the latter half of the development stage of sedentism (Stages IIb). It was a long-lived 
hub settlement, comprising various facilities. It covered the whole terrace (Figures 2-34 and 2-35). The northern part was 
the residential area, consisting of pit dwellings and a large pillar-supported structure ; the eastern part was the burial 
area (Photos 2-29 and 2-33). There was a clear distinction between these areas. 

In the burial area, graves were aligned in rows. Several large artificial earthen mounds (Photo 2-34) that are 
considered to have been ritual place to perform rituals and ceremonies were constructed over a long period of time. 
A large number of clay figurines and ritual tools have been unearthed, indicating that nature worship and ancestor 
worship were practised continually (Photos 2-35 and 2-36). 

In addition, as a result of archaeological excavations, hunting tools, fishing tools (eg. hooks and harpoons), 
crafting tools, bone of various fishes, and seeds of chestnut and walnut have been unearthed. This shows that people 
in this settlement managed to use natural resources tactfully throughout the year. 

This component part is an archaeological site of a large hub settlement, mainly from the second half of the 
development stage of sedentism (ca. 3,000 BCE to 2,200 BCE). It is an important archaeological site attesting to the 
livelihood around the inland bay, large hub settlements, and the diversity of rituals and ceremonies. 
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Photo2-28 Entire view of Sannai Maruyama Site (from west) 
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Component Part 006 
Sannai Maruyama Site 





[ | Property [ | Buffer zone 
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Figure 2-32 Location of the component part and the buffer zone 
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Figure 2-33 Surrounding landforms 
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Figure 2-35 Estimated land use at Sannai Maruyama Site 
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Photo 2-29 Archaeological remains of a large pit dwelling 


Photo 2-30 Archaeological remains of a large pillar-supported structure 
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Photo 2-33 Storage pit [Storage] 


Photo 2-34 Artifacts as excavated from the archaeological remains of an artificial earthen mound | Ritual place 
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Photo 2-35 Clay figurines [center: around 20 cm wide] Ritual place 


Photo 2-36 Large pieces of jade gems [center bottom: 5.3 cm wide] Ritual place 
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Component Part 007 Ofune Site 
Hub settlement site with outstandingly developed ritual place such as large artificial earthen mounds 


7,000 BCE 5,000 BCE 3,000 BCE 2,000 BCE 1,500 BCE 





Stage |. Emergence of Sedentism Stage Il. Development of Sedentism Stage IIl. Maturity of Sedentism 


IIb. Hub settlements 
appear. 


Hub settlement 





Figure 2-36 The stage of sedentism to which this component part corresponds 


This component part is located in Minami Kayabe, Hakodate City on the eastern, Pacific side of the Oshima Peninsula 
in the southwestern part of Hokkaido, on a coastal terrace at an altitude of 30 to 50 m on the left bank of the Ofune 
River (Photo 2-37, Figure 2-37 and 2-38). 

This settlement site dates from the second half of the development stage of sedentism (Stage IIb). The settlement 
was built on the southern part of the terrace facing on the river. Since it comprised various facilities such as pit 
dwellings, storage facilities, artificial earthen mounds, and graves that were placed separately, it was a hub settlement 
(Figures 2-39 and 2-40). Many pit dwelling remains have been found here with one overlaying with another. And they are 
large in scale, generally. In some cases, the depth of the pit is deeper than 2 m (Photos 2-38 and 2-39). 

Large artificial earthen mounds were built as ritual place (Photo 2-40). Since a large number of pot shards and stone 
tools accumulated, it is thought that rituals and ceremonies were performed continually (Photo 2-42). They also show 
a high degree of spirituality. 

Also, as a result of archaeological excavations, bones of marine animals (eg. whale and fur seal), fish (eg. tuna, 
salmon), shellfish (eg. oyster and Littorina brevicula), nuts (eg. chestnut and Japanese walnut), and others (eg. crimson 
glory vine, lacquer tree, and Amur corktree) have been unearthed, indicating that people practiced fishing in the 
coastal areas and rivers and also used forest resources very actively (Photos 2-41, 2-43, and 2-44). 

This component part dates from the second half of the development stage of sedentism (from ca. 3,500 BCE to 
2,000 BCE). It is an archaeological site of a hub settlement accompanied by large ritual earthen mounds. It is an 
important archaeological site that attests to the livelihood in the coastal area. 


| 
© 
i 
PEE 
e 
SE 
Lnd 
ره‎ 
E 
82 
AS 
8 
© 
Q 





1 " , | pan pi 
: NZI E 
او‎ iy 
j ا‎ 


Photo 2-37 Entire view of Ofune Site (from southeast) 
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Figure 2-37 Aerial photo of the component part and the buffer zone (directly from above) Sl 
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Figure 2-38 Surrounding landforms 
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Figure 2-39 Distribution of archaeological remains (excavated area) 
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Figure 2-40 Estimated land use at Ofune Site 
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Photo 2-39 Archaeological remains of a large-scale pit dwelling Residential 
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Photo 2-40 Archaeological remains of an artificial earthen mound and unearthed artifacts 


Ritual place 


Photo 2-41 


Photo 2-42 Stone rod [diameter: 10.3 cm] Ritual place 
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Photo 2-43 Chestnut seeds [front row center: 1.6 cm long] Photo 2-44 Fur seal tusks and teeth [right: 4.7 cm long] Ritual place 
Ritual place 
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Component Part 008 Goshono Site 


Hub settlement site with developed ritual place such as artificial earthen mounds in an environment 
blessed with forest resources such as abundant nuts 
7,000 BCE 5,000 BCE 3,000 BCE 2,000 BCE 
Stage |. Emergence of Sedentism Stage Il. Development of Sedentism 


llb. Hub settlements 
appear. 


Hub settlement 
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Figure 2-41 The stage of sedentism to which this component part corresponds 





This component part is located in Ichinohe Town in the northern part of Iwate Prefecture, on a river terrace at an 
altitude of 190 m to 210 m on the eastern bank of the Mabechi River (Photo 2-45 and Figure 2-42). Salmon and trout 
ascend the river, constituting food source, and deciduous broadleaved forests abundant in forest resources expand in 
the hinterland (Figure 2-43). 

The settlement site dates from the second half of the development stage of sedentism (Stage IIb). The burial area 
was placed at the center of a plateau extending east-west and the residential areas were placed on the east and west 
of the burial area. The residential areas comprised large structures, medium and small structures, and storage pits 
(Figure 2-45). 

In the burial area at the center, pit graves were made, and then stone alignments measuring 2 to 3 m in diameter 
were placed around them (Figure 2-44, and Photos 2-46 to 2-48). Outside the stone alignments, pillar-supported structures 
were placed in a ring. The form of the settlement centering on the burial area and artificial earthen mounds lasted 
for a long period, indicating that ritual such as ancestor worship played an important role in shaping the settlement. 

From the ritual earthen mounds, not only a large number of pot shards and stone tools, but also burned bones of 
animals such as deer and wild boar, carbonized nuts such as chestnut and horse chestnut, and ritual artifacts such as 
clay figurines have been unearthed (Photo 2-49). These indicate that rituals using fire were performed. 

Also, as a result of archaeological excavations, a large number of nuts (eg. chestnut, walnut, and horse chestnut), 
bones of fish (eg. salmon and trout), and bones of mammals (eg. deer and wild boar) have been unearthed. Together 
with tools that were used to gather, process, and catch them, they bear tangible testimony to the diverse food resources 
at that time. 

This component part dates from the second half of the development stage of sedentism (ca. 2,500 BCE to 2,000 
BCE). It is an archaeological site of a hub settlement with the burial area accompanied by stone alignments and ritual 
earthen mounds. It is an important archaeological site that attests to the livelihood of the inland river area. 
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Photo2-45 Entire view of Goshono Site (from northeast) 
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Figure 2-42 Aerial photo of the component part and the buffer zone (directly from above) 
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Figure 2-43 Surrounding landforms 
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Figure 2-44 Distribution of archaeological remains 
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Figure 2-45 Estimated land use at Goshono Site 
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Photo 2-46 Archaeological remains of stone alignments | Burial area 
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Photo 2-47 Pit graves  |Burialarea 





Jomon Prehistoric Sites in Northern Japan 61 


Chapter 2 Description 








Photo 2-48 Stone alignment (in the foreground) and artificial earthen mound (in the back) Ritual place 





Photo 2-49 Artifacts unearthed from earthen mounds (left: burned animal bones, right: carbonized horse chestnut, chestnut, and walnut seeds) 
Ritual place 
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Component Part 009 Irie Site 
Settlement site where many graves and shell mounds that probably were jointly managed by several small 
settlement groups have been found. 





7,000 BCE 5,000 BCE 3,000 BCE 2,000 BCE 1,500 BCE 


Stage |. Emergence of Sedentism Stage Il. Development of Sedentism Stage IIl. Maturity of Sedentism 


Illa. Ritual centers and 
cemeteries appear. 
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Figure 2-46 The stage of sedentism to which this component part corresponds 


This component part is located in Toyako Town in the southwestern part of Hokkaido, on a terrace overlooking 
Uchiura Bay at an altitude of about 20 m (Photo 2-50 and Figure 2-47). It faces Uchiura Bay abundant in aquatic resources, 
and deciduous broadleaved forests abundant in forest resources expand in the hinterland (Figure 2-48). 

This settlement site dates from the first half of the maturation stage of sedentism (Stage IIIa). The settlement 
extended near the periphery of the terrace, comprising the residential area with pit dwellings and the burial area with 
pit graves (Photo 2-53, and Figures 2-49 and 2-50). Shell mounds were formed in the periphery of the terrace and on the 
slopes of the terrace . The size of the settlements became smaller, as compared to those in the preceding stage. The 
distribution of settlements became more dispersive. 

From the shell mounds (Photo 2-51), shells (eg. Japanese cockle and mussel), bones of fish (eg. herring, rockfish, 
seaperch, and tuna), and bones of mammals (eg. Hokkaido deer and dolphin) and other animals have been unearthed 
in large amounts. The fact that various fishing tools, fish bones, and shells have been unearthed show that fishing was 
actively practiced. In addition, special bone-made ornaments have been discovered (Photos 2-54 to 2-57), indicating that 
there were the characteristics of ritual place and showing a high degree of spirituality. 

From the burial area, the human bones have been found without pit graves. Among them, one adult skeleton 
showed that the person was infected with polio (infantile paralysis) and managed to live long with paralyzed limbs 
probably with the help of other people (Photo 2-52). 

This component part dates from the first half of the maturation stage of sedentism (ca. 1,800 BCE). It is an 
archaeological site of a typical example of the settlements that were distributed in the surrounding area of the ritual 
center and cemetery, and supported the latter. It is an important archaeological site that attests to the livelihood and 
spiritual lifestyle in the coastal area, mainly dependent upon aquatic resources. 
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Photo2-50 Entire view of Irie Site (from northeast) 
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Figure 2-47 Aerial photo of the component part and the buffer zone (directly from above) 
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Figure 2-48 Surrounding landforms 
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Figure 2-49 Distribution of archaeological remains (excavated area) 
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Figure 2-50 Estimated land use at Irie Site 
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Photo 2-51 Cross-section of a shell layer DI ng ground. 
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Photo 2-52 Human bones excavated from a pit grave of an adult with signs of polio (infantile paralysis) Burial area 


Jti + {E RAE © Ca SE 





2.a Description of the Property 


a 
5 
e 
bed 
E 
A g 
ص ب‎ 
B o 
Q . 
c c 
2 
c 
Q 


Photo 2-55 Accessory made from wild boar teeth [9.09 cm long] 
Burial area 
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Photo 2-56 Fishing hooks [left: 3.8 cm long] |Burialarea Photo 2-57 Harpoon heads [left: 7.52 cm long] Burial area 
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Component Part 010 Komakino Stone Circle 
Ritual site characterized by complex arrangement of stones 
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This component part is located in Aomori City in the central part of Aomori Prefecture, on a tongue-shaped plateau 
between two rivers at an altitude of 80 m to 160 m, with the western slopes of the Hakkoda Mountains extending to 
the southeast (Photo 2-58 and Figure 2-52). In the hinterland, deciduous broadleaved forests abundant in forest resources 
expand (Figure 2-53). 

This stone circle dates from the first half of the maturation stage of sedentism (Stage IIIa). Since it is not only a 
cemetery, but also a ritual place, it shows a high degree of spirituality. Because no other stone circles have been found 
in the surrounding area, it is considered to have been a ritual place accompanied by a cemetery that was used and 
maintained jointly by several settlements over a wide range. 

The stone circle consists of three rings measuring respectively 2.5 m, 29m, and 35 m in diameter. In addition, it is 
surrounded by another set of stones placed in a ring measuring 4 m in diameter and a row of stones partly forming a 
Ath ring. The total area is as large as 55 m in diameter (Figure 2-56). For the outer and middle rings of the stone circle, 
flat stones are aligned alternately in longitudinal and latitudinal directions, as if in a stone wall, showing a distinctive 
alignment pattern (Photo 2-59). Before the stone circle was made, the ground had been leveled in advance by cutting 
the higher land and filling the lower land with the cut earth. Besides the stone circle, dumping grounds (Photo 2-60), 
remains of a spring, pit graves, and burial jars (Photo 2-62) have also been discovered (Figures 2-54 and 2-55). 

In addition, mainly from the stone circles burial area, and dumping grounds, not only pot shards and stone tools, 
but also ritual artifacts have been unearthed, such as clay figurines (Photo 2-61), miniature pots, animal-shaped clay 
objects, bell-shaped clay objects, triangular stone plates (Photo 2-63), and stone discs. In particular, more than 400 
triangular stone plates have been excavated. They were probably used in rituals and ceremonies at the stone circle. 

This component part dates from the first half of the maturation stage of sedentism (ca. 2,000 BCE). It is a ritual 
archaeological site, centering on a stone circle. It is an important archaeological site that attests to the livelihood as 
well as rituals and ceremonies in the hill area. 





Figure 2-51 The stage of sedentism to which this component part corresponds 





Photo 2-58 Entire view of Komakino Stone Circle (from north) 
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Figure 2-52 Aerial photo of the component part and the buffer zone (directly from above) 
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Figure 2-54 Distribution of archaeological remains (excavated area) 
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Figure 2-55 Estimated land use at Komakino Stone Circle 
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Figure 2-56 Structure of the stone circle 





Photo 2-59 Stone circle 
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Photo 2-61 Clay figurines [right: 21.9 cm high] Ritual place Photo 2-62 Burial jars 


Photo 2-63 Triangular stone plates [second one from the top center: 5.2 cm long] Ritual place 
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Component Part 011 Isedotai Stone Circles 
Ritual site where four stone circles are concentrated and a large number of ritual tools have been unearthed 


7,000 BCE 5,000 BCE 3,000 BCE 2,000 BCE 1,500 BCE 





Stage |. Emergence of Sedentism Stage Il. Development of Sedentism Stage Ill. Maturity of Sedentism 


Illa. Ritual centers and 
cemeteries appear. 
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Figure 2-57 The stage of sedentism to which this component part corresponds 


This component part is located in Kitaakita City in the northern part of Akita Prefecture, on a river terrace at an 
altitude of 42 m to 45 m, rising between two rivers, on the left bank of the Yoneshiro River, and adjacent to the 
mountain area (Photo 2-64 and Figure 2-58). It sits close to the rivers where salmon and trout ascend and can be caught 
as food source, and deciduous broadleaved forests abundant in forest resources expand in the hinterland (Figure 2-59). 

These stone circles date from the first half of the maturation stage of sedentism (Stage IIIa). They are not only a 
cemetery, but also a ritual and ceremonial space. Because no other stone circles have been found in the surrounding 
area, it is thought that several settlements over a wide region jointly used and maintained this ritual place. 

Four stone circles have been discovered (Stone Circles A, B, C, and D). There are no other places in Japan where as 
many as four stone circles have been found so close to one another. It is also one ofthe characteristics of this place that 
this location commands a good view of the mountain range in the distance. Four stone circles differ from one another 
in shape. The largest, Stone Circle C measures about 45 m in diameter and consists of three rings. The smallest, Stone 
Circle B is an arc, whose construction was stopped without completion (Figures 2-60 to 2-62, and Photo 2-65). 

These stone circles are concentrated in the northwestern corner, where the view is particularly good. The 
archaeological remains of pillar-supported structures (Photo 2-66), storage pits, and so forth are placed concentrically in 
the periphery of the stone circles. In addition, a stone alignment smaller than 10 m in diameter and the archaeological 
remains of a ditch longer than 100 m have also been found in other places away from the stone circles. 

From the adjacent area of the stone circles, a large number of ritual tools have been unearthed, such as clay 
figurines, animal-shaped clay objects, bell-shaped clay objects, stone plates, three-pronged stone tools, and stone 
swords (Photos 2-67 and 2-68). They show that rituals and ceremonies were performed. 

This component part dates from the first half of the maturation stage of sedentism (ca. 2,000 BCE to 1,700 BCE). 
It is a ritual archaeological site, centering on four stone circles. It is an important archaeological site that attests to the 
livelihood in the inland area as well as rituals and ceremonies. 
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Photo 2-64 Entire view of Isedotai Stone Circles (from northwest) 
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Figure 2-58 Aerial photo of the component part and the buffer zone (directly from above) 
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Figure 2-59 Surrounding landforms 
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Figure 2-60 Distribution of archaeological remains (excavated area) 
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Figure 2-61 Estimated land use at Isedotai Stone Circles 
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Figure 2-62 Stone distribution at Stone Circle A 
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Photo 2-67 Ritual tools [red vase in the center of the back row: 9.0 cm Photo 2-68 Flat clay figurine [19.0 cm high] Ritual place. 
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Component Part 012 Oyu Stone Circles 
Typical ritual site comprising two regularly-structured stone circles that were jointly built by several 


settlements over a wide range 
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Figure 2-63 The stage of sedentism to which this component part corresponds 
This component part is located in Kazuno City in the northeastern part of Akita Prefecture, on a plateau at an 
altitude of approximately 180 m on the left bank of the Oyu River, a tributary of the Yoneshiro River (Photo 2-69 and 
Figure 2-64). It sits close to the rivers where salmon and trout ascend and can be caught as food source, and deciduous 
broadleaved forests abundant in forest resources expand in the hinterland (Figure 2-65). 

These stone circles date from the first half of the maturation stage of sedentism (Stage IIIa). They are not only a 
burial area, but also a ritual and ceremonial space. Because no other stone circles have been found in the surrounding 
area, it is thought that several settlements over a wide region jointly used and maintained this ritual place. 

There are two stone circles: the larger one with a diameter of 52 m is called Manza Stone Circle (Photo 2-70) and 
the smaller one with a diameter of 44 m is called Nonakado Stone Circle (Photo 2-71). Both consist of two rings made 
of river stones, which are aligned in various manners. The shapes of these two stone circles are similar in many ways. 
Particularly, the stones at the center of these stone circles and the so-called “sundial” stonework (Photo 2-72) appear 
to lie on the same straight axis. Therefore, it is highly probable that these stone circles were built in association with 
each other (Figure 2-68). 

It has been found that, in the surrounding area of the stone circles, stone alignments that are thought to have been 
burial areas are widely distributed and that the archaeological remains of pillar-supported structures, storage pits, 
and pit graves (Photo 2-88) remain concentrically, centering on each stone circle (Figures 2-66 and 2-67). A large number 
of clay figurines and other ritual tools have also been unearthed (Photos 2-75 to 2-77). These clearly show that this place 
was a burial area and a ritual place. 

Also, since hunting and fishing tools, processing tools, and nuts such as chestnut and walnut have been unearthed, 
it is understood that people practiced hunting and gathering. 

This component part dates from the first half of the maturation stage of sedentism (ca. 2,000 BCE to 1,500 BCE). 
It is an archaeological site of a burial area, centering on stone circles. It is an important archaeological site that attests 
to the livelihoods in the inland area as well as rituals and ceremonies. 
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Photo 2-69 Entire view of Oyu Stone Circles (from west) 
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Figure 2-65 Surrounding landforms 
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Figure 2-66 Distribution of archaeological remains (excavated area) 
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Figure 2-67 Estimated land use at Oyu Stone Circles 
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Figure 2-68 Stone distribution of stone circles 
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Photo 2-70 Manza stone circle (directly from above) Ritual place | 


Photo 2-71 Nonakado stone circle (directly from above) | Ritual place | 
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Photo 2-73 Pit graves Burial area 
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Photo 2-74 Sunset at the summer solstice Ritual place 
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Photo 2-76 Excavated artifacts Ritual place 





Photo 2-77 Excavated artifact [clay tablet: 5.8 cm long] | Ritual place 
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Component Part 013 Kiusu Earthwork Burial Circles 
Distinctive cemetery site where circular graves surrounded by tall embankments are concentrated 


7,000 BCE 5,000 BCE 3,000 BCE 2,000 BCE 1,500 BCE 





Stage |. Emergence of Sedentism Stage Il. Development of Sedentism Stage Ill. Maturity of Sedentism 


IIIb. Ritual centers and 
cemeteries are separated. 
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Figure 2-69 The stage of sedentism to which this component part corresponds 


This component part is located in Chitose City in the central part of Hokkaido Prefecture, on a gently sloped land at 
an altitude of 15 to 20 m, facing on the Naganuma Lowland at the eastern end of the Ishikari Depression (Photo 2-78 
and Figure 2-70). It sits close to a river where salmon and trout ascend and can be caught as food source, and deciduous 
broadleaved forests expand in the hinterland (Figure 2-71). 

This archaeological site dates from the second half of the maturation stage of sedentism (Stage IIIb). The 
emergence of a cemetery with large embankments shows a high degree of spirituality and the development of society 
becoming more complex. 

Earthwork burial circles were made by digging a circular pit in the ground and piling up the removed earth 
around the pit in a ring. Several graves were placed within each burial circle, these distinctive formations (Figure 2-83, 
Photo 2-94). Even today, there remain eight visually recognizable, large earthwork burial circles that exceed 30 m in 
outer diameter. The largest one measures 75 m in outer diameter and 5.4 m deep from the top of the earthwork to the 
bottom of the pit. This size stands out from others, with the estimated total amount of piled earth reaching as much 
as 3,000 m? (Figure 2-73 and Photo 2-79). 

Some of the burial circles are combined to form one complex. They are divided into two groups by a road-shaped 
dent in the ground (Figure 2-72). Each burial circle has a cut in the earthwork, which is considered to be a gateway. 
Since the opening of this cut faces the road-shaped dent, it is probable that people used the fixed approach to go in 
and come out of the burial circles. 

Some pit graves buried within the burial circles have traces of red pigments (red iron oxide also known as bengala); 
others were buried with standing stones that probably had been tombstones or surrounded by gravels (Photos 2-80 and 
2-81). Pots, stone tools, and clay figurines were deposited as burial goods or votive offerings. In some pit graves in 
the outer rim of the burial circles, stone rods were also deposited as burial goods. These show a diversity of funereal 
ceremonies (Photos 2-82 and 2-83). 

This component part dates from the second half of the maturation stage of sedentism (ca. 1,200 BCE). It is an 
archaeological site of a cemetery surrounded by large earthworks. It is an important archaeological site that attests 
to the livelihood in the inland area as well as a high degree of spirituality, as is shown in the construction of a burial 
area of distinctive structure. 








Photo2-78 Entire view of Kiusu Earthwork Burial Circles (from southeast) 
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Figure 2-70 Aerial photo of the component part and the buffer zone (directly from above) 
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Figure 2-71 Surrounding landforms 
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Figure 2-72 Archaeological remains at Kiusu Earthwork Burial Circles 
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Figure 2-73 Estimated land use at Kiusu Earthwork Burial Circles 
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Photo 2-81 Pit grave with a stone alignment (Burial Circle No. 2) 
Burial area 
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Photo 2-80 Pit grave with a standing stone (Burial Circle No. 1) 
Burial area 















Photo 2-82 Stone rod [57.0 cm long]) Burial area Photo 2-83 Clay figurines (top: 10.5 cm high) and other excavated artifacts 
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Component Part 014 Omori Katsuyama Stone Circle 
Large stone circle attesting to the transformation of spiritual culture, as is evident in the separation of the 


burial area 
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Figure 2-74 The stage of sedentism to which this component part corresponds 


This component part is located in Hirosaki City in the western part of Aomori Prefecture, on a tongue-shaped 
hill with an altitude of 143 to 145 m (Photo 2-84 and Figure 2-75). It overlooks the Tsugaru Plain in the northeast and 
commands an entire view of Mount Iwaki in the southwest . Boreal beech forests abundant in forest resources spread 
in the hinterland (Figure 2-76). 

This stone circle dates from the second half of the maturation of sedentism (Stage IIIb). It is not simply a burial 
area, but also a ritual and ceremonial space. Because no other stone circles have been found in the surrounding area, 
it is thought that several settlements over a wide region jointly used and maintained this ritual place, thus illustrating 
the development of spiritual culture clearly. 

The stone circle was made by building a round mound on the artificially leveled ground and surrounding it with 
77 stoneworks (Photos 2-87 to 2-89)that were aligned in a ring in the peripheral area (Figure 2-77, and Photos 2-87 to 2-90). 
Stones that were used for the stoneworks are mainly pyroxene andesite, which was collected from the rivers flowing 
to the north and south of the site. On the plateau, not only stone circles, but also the archaeological remains of a large- 
scale pit dwelling have been found in the southwestern corner on the axis between Mount Iwaki and the stone circles, 
as well as the archaeological remains of deliberately buried pots in the surrounding area of the stone circle (Photo 2-87). 
Outdoor hearths and dumping grounds have also been found. Since no clearly recognizable burial area can be found, 
it is probable that burial areas were formed elsewhere. 

In addition, pot shards, stone tools, and ritual artifacts such as stone plates and stone swords have also been 
unearthed. Particularly, some 250 pieces of disc-shaped stone objects (Photo 2-91) have been unearthed in and around 
the stone circle. It is not clear how they were used, but they are considered to have been used in one way or another for 
rituals and ceremonies in association with the stone circle. They are iconic artifacts of this component part. 

This component part dates from the second half of the maturation stage of sedentism (ca. 1,000 BCE). It is a ritual 
archaeological site, centering on a stone circle. It is an important archaeological site attesting to livelihood in the 
mountain area and showing a high degree of spirituality 





Photo 2-84 Entire view of Omori Katsuyama Stone Circle (from northeast) 
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Figure 2-77 Distribution of archaeological remains (excavated area) 
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Figure 2-78 Estimated land use at Omori Katsuyama Stone Circle 
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Component Part 014 
Omori Katsuyama Stone Circle 





Photo 2-85 Overview of the stone circle 


Photo 2-86 Sunset at the winter solstice Ritual place” 
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Photo 2-87 Buried pot remains EET Photo 2-88 Stonework remains Ritual place 
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Photo 2-89 Stonework remains Ritual place | | Photo 2- Ritual place 





Photo 2-91 Disc-shaped stone objects [bottom right: 6.5 cm wide] ^ Ritual place 
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Component Part 015 Takasago Burial Site 
Cemetery site blessed with aquatic resources such as shellfish, fish, and marine mammals 
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Figure 2-79 The stage of sedentism to which this component part corresponds 


This component part is located in Toyako Town in the southwestern part of Hokkaido Prefecture, on the lowland 
facing Uchiura Bay, at an altitude of approximately 10 m (Photo 2-92 and Figure 2-80). It faces on Uchiura Bay, abundant 
in aquatic resources, and deciduous broadleaved forests abundant in forest resources spread in the hinterland (Figure 
2-81). 

The archaeological site dates from the second half of the maturation stage of sedentism (Stage IIIb). Shell mounds 
(Photo 2-93) and the burial area were built in the southwestern periphery of the lowland (Figures 2-82 and 2-83). The 
burial area comprises pit graves (Photo 2-94) and stone alignments (Photo 2-95). In the pit graves, burial goods such 
as pots, stone tools, and stone objects were deposited, sprinkled with red pigment (red iron oxide, also known as 
bengala). Human bones have also been unearthed, including those showing traces of tooth extraction and those of 
a pregnant woman with an unborn baby. At the stone alignments, clay figurines and votive pots have been found, 
bearing testimony to funeral practices and ancestor worship of a high degree of spirituality in this region (Photo 2-96). 

From the shell mounds, shells (eg. Littorina brevicula, scallop, and Japanese cockle), bones of fish (eg. herring, 
flounder, and tuna), and bones of mammals (eg. Hokkaido deer and dolphin) have been unearthed. Since particularly 
many shells of Japanese cockle and bones of flounder have been found, it is probable that the area around the shell 
mounds used to be a well-developed sandy beach and it is also indicated that there was a temporary climate cooling. 
With regard to fishing tools, harpoon heads made of antler have been discovered. It is therefore understood that 
fishing was actively practiced. 

This component part dates from the second half of the maturation stage of sedentism (ca. 1,000 BCE). It is an 
archaeological site of a cemetery accompanied by shell mounds. It is an important archaeological site that attests to 
the livelihood in the coastal area as well as rituals and ceremonies of a high degree of spirituality. 
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Photo 2-92 Entire view of Takasago Burial Site (from southeast) 
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Figure 2-80 Aerial photo of the component part and the buffer zone (directly from above) 








140° 44E 140° 46E 140° 48'E 140", 50'E 


34'N 


42° 


015 Takasago Burial Site 


(009 Irie Site) 


Uchiura Bay 


32'N 


42° 





140° 44E 140° 46'E 140° 48E 140° 50'E 


[ | Property [ | Buffer zone 0 


Figure 2-81 Surrounding landforms 
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Figure 2-82 Distribution of archaeological remains (excavated area) 


Figure 2-83 Estimated land use at Takasago Burial Site 
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Photo 2-93 Shell mound 
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Photo 2-94 Interred human bones as excavated | Burial area 
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Photo 2-95 Archaeological remains of stone alignment | Burial area 


Component Part 015 
Takasago Burial Site 





Photo 2-96 Clay figurines [left: 6.8 cm high] Burial area 
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Component Part 016 Kamegaoka Burial Site 
Large cemetery site where artistic clay figurines and varied burial goods have been unearthed 


1,500 BCE 400 BCE 






Stage |. Emergence of Sedentism Stage Il. Development of Sedentism Stage Ill. Maturity of Sedentism 


IIIb. Ritual centers and 
cemeteries are separated. 





Figure 2-84 The stage of sedentism to which this component part corresponds 


This component part is located in Tsugaru City in the western part of the Tsugaru Peninsula of Aomori Prefecture, 
on a hill at an altitude of 7 m to 18 m on the left bank of the Iwaki River (Photo 2-97 and Figure 2-85). It faces on what 
used to be an inland bay that appeared during the marine transgression, called Paleo-Lake Jusanko, and deciduous 
broadleaved forests abundant in forest resources spread in the hinterland (Figure 2-86). 

The archaeological site dates from the second half of the maturation stage of sedentism (Stage IIIb). Since a large 
number of pit graves are concentrated, it is thought that it was a cemetery that was built, maintained, and managed 
jointly with other settlements in the surrounding area (Figures 2-87 and 2-88). It shows a high degree of spirituality. 

The pit graves have mounds and grooves at the bottom. Votive offerings such as pots as well as burial goods such 
as gems have been unearthed (Photo 2-99). Since the burial area was built over a long period of time, it is considered 
that ancestor worship continued to be performed. Furthermore, in the boggy lowland in the surrounding area of 
the plateau, the dumping grounds were placed for ritual purposes, from which a large number of artifacts have been 
unearthed, including lacquered pots, lacquer ware, plant-made objects, and gems (Photo 2-100). It is obvious that the 
burial area and the ritual place were placed separately from each other. 

Among the numerous artifacts that have been unearthed, a large clay figurine (designated by the national 
government as an Important Cultural Property). It is famous as the provenance of “goggle-eyed” clay figurines, the 
name coined after the expression of the eyes of this clay figurine (Photo 2-101). 

Also, since nuts such as chestnut and walnut, fish bones, animal bones, hunting tools, and processing tools have 
been unearthed in archaeological excavations, it is understood that hunting and gathering was the major mode of 
livelihood. 

This component part dates from the second half of the maturation stage of sedentism (ca. 1,000 BCE to 400 
BCE). It is an archaeological site of a large cemetery illustrating a high degree of spirituality. It is an important 
archaeological site that attests to the livelihoods in the brackish, inland area as well as rituals and ceremonies of a 
high degree of spirituality. 
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Photo 2-97 Entire view of Kamegaoka Burial Site (from east) 
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Figure 2- 85 Aerial photo of the component part and the buffer zone I from above) 
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Figure 2-86 Surrounding landforms 
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Figure 2-88 Estimated land use at Kamegaoka Burial Site 
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Component Part 016 
Kamegaoka Burial Site 





Photo 2-99 Pit graves and gems that were deposited as burial goods (right top) |Burialarea: 
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Photo 2-100 Lacquered pots [left: 12.0 cm high] Ritual place 





Photo 2-101 Goggle-eyed clay figurine (34.5 cm high) | Ritual place’ 
Dogu/unearthed from Kamegaoka Kizukuri Town Nishitsugaru-gun Aomori Prefecture 
Exhibited in Tokyo National Museum, Image: TNM Image Archives 
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Component Part 017 Korekawa Site 
Settlement site accompanied by diverse facilities such as pit dwelling, pit grave, watering place, and dumping 


ground 
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Figure 2-89 The stage of sedentism to which this component part corresponds 





This component part is located in Hachinohe City in the eastern part of Aomori Prefecture, on a terrace between 
streams to the north and south, at an altitude of 10 to 44 m, and on the left bank of the Niida River (Photo 2-102 and 
Figure 2-90). It sits close to rivers where salmon and trout ascend and can be caught as food source, and deciduous 
broadleaved forests abundant in forest resources extend in the hinterland (Figure 2-91). 

The settlement site dates from the second half of the maturation stage of sedentism (Stage IIIb). Although there 
were not many pit dwellings, there were many graves and a large burial area. In addition, the archaeological remains 
of various facilities such as dumping ground, stone arrangement, and artificial earthen mound have also been found. 

The dumping grounds were placed in the valleys to the south and north of the burial area, clearly separated 
from the burial area (Figures 2-92 and 2-93, Photo 2-105). Since a large number of pot shards and clay figurines have been 
unearthed from them, it is understood that rituals and ceremonies were performed actively in these places. In this 
regard, a high degree of spirituality is recognized. Lacquer ware (Photos 2-106 and 2-107), tools for hunting and fishing 
such as bow and fish spear, and other tools (Photos 2-108 and 2-110) have also been unearthed, bearing testimony to 
peoples livelihood and craft skills at that time. Also, fishing tools for inland waters, processing tools, nuts such 
as chestnut, walnut, and horse chestnut, and bones of fish such as salmon and trout have been unearthed. Also, 
the remains of a watering place, which people used to store wood and processed nuts, have been found near the 
stream. This gives a clue to the environment at that time and shows that hunting, fishing, and gathering was people's 
livelihoods. 

This component part dates from the second half of the maturation stage of sedentism (ca. 1,000 BCE to 400 
BCE). It is an archaeological site of a settlement accompanied by various archaeological remains. It is an important 
archaeological site that attests to the livelihood in the river area as well as rituals and ceremonies of a high degree of 
spirituality. 
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Figure 2-90 Aerial photo of the component part and the buffer zone (directly from above) 
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Figure 2-92 Distribution of archaeological remains (excavated area) 
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Component Part 017 
Korekawa Site 
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Photo 2-105 Archaeological remains of a watering place Ritual place 
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Photo 2-106 Ornaments and woven fabric [comb: 12.0 cm long] Photo 2-107 Red lacquered pots [spouted vessel: 11.9 cm wide] Ritual place 








Photo 2-108 Wooden handle of a stone ax [68.2 cm long] 








Photo 2-109 Fish spear [51.0 cm long] Ritual place Photo 2-110 Clay figurine [20.0cm long] [Ritual place 
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2.b History and Development 
2.b.1. History and Development of the Property 


2.b.1.1 History of the natural environment 


(i) Northeast Asia in the Paleolithic period 
According to the chronology of Japanese history, the 
nominated property belongs to the Jomon period. 

In the Paleolithic period preceding the Jomon period, the Hokkaido and 
climate was cold in the last phase of the Würm glacial stage ee alin ts. 
(ca. 68,000 BCE to ca. 13,000 BCE). Tsugaru Strait 

The temperature was around 7 degrees centigrade lower 
than today, and the sea level was around 120 meters lower, 

Paleo-Honshu Is. 
with land bridges connecting Honshu Island of the Japanese 
archipelago to Kyushu and Shikoku Islands, forming one 


Palaeo-Honshu Island. Hokkaido Island was connected 


Tsushima Strait 


to Sakhalin Island, constituting the tip of a peninsula that 
extended southward from the northeastern coast of the 
Asian continent (Figure 2-94). 

The ocean currents were slower, because of the lower sea 
level. The Oyashio cold current from north barely flowed 
through the Tsugaru Strait into the Sea of Japan. Also, there 





was little inflow of the Tsushima warm current from south, 


because the Tsushima Strait at the southern end of the Sea Figure 2-94 Japanese archipelago in the Paleolithic period 


of Japan was still almost closed. The closed Sea of Japan was low on nutrients and was difficult for animals and plants 
to inhabit. Also, woodlands did not develop very well under the subarctic climate. Only sparsely-distributed bushes of 
coniferous trees such as Pinus parviflora and Abies firma, and grasslands spread. Forest resources such as edible wild 
plants and nuts were not readily available for people’s consumption. 

The first humans who came to the Japanese archipelago around 38,000 BCE came down southward from the 
continent to Paleo-Hokkaido, hunting for large animals such as mammoths and megaloceros, which were their main 
source of food. People at that time were leading a nomadic life in groups and did not stay in a specific place for a long 


time nor build settlements. Pottery did not exist yet, and they basically used tools made of stone, bone, or wood. 
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Figure 2-95 Change in the climate (upper graph) and sea level (lower graph) 
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(ii) Beginning of a warm, wet climate 

Around 13,000 BCE, there was a global warming event 
known today as the Bolling-Allerod interstadial. As a 
result, the sea level increased by 120 m (Figure 2-95). 
Paleo-Hokkaido was separated from Sakhalin and became 
an island. The Tsushima Strait between Kyushu Island 
of the Japanese archipelago and the Korean Peninsula 
became wider; the Tsushima warm current became more 
active and flowed up north through the Sea of Japan and 
part of it passed through the Tsugaru Strait to the Pacific 
Ocean. On the other hand, the Kuroshio warm current 
flowing northward on the side of the Pacific Ocean came 
to intersect with the Oyashio cold current off the coast 
of the northern part of the Tohoku region. This changed 


the climate of the Japanese archipelago from a cold, dry 





climate to a warm, wet climate, with a great amount of 7 7 


Figure 2-96 Coastlines of the north end part of the main island of the Japanese 


EF gr EE 
ys 241 ti 


snow in winter, as a result of the cold seasonal wind from 
the continent colliding with the vapor from the Tsushima archipelago during the Jomon marine transgression period (black lines) 
warm current, and a large amount of rain in summer 

under the influence of the Kuroshio warm current. 

After the period of a rapid global warming, there was a temporary cooling event (stadial) called the Younger Dryas 
around 11,000 BCE. This apparently affected Europe etc., as the number of archaeological sites decreased. However, it 
did not have much impact on the Japanese archipelago, probably because it was sandwiched by warm currents. Around 
7,000 BCE, the climate warming reached its peak and saw an event called the Jomon marine transgression in which the 
sea level rose, pushing the coastlines inland (Figure 2-96). Generally, a stable climate continued for a very long period 
of time, while some climate change events are known to have occurred, such as a temporary cooling around 2,300 BCE, 
which soon recovered to the almost same climate as today, 


and another cooling event around 1,000 BCE. 


(iii) Emergence of abundant forest resources 


As a result of the climate becoming warm and wet, 











conventional forests of coniferous trees decreased and E 
naturally occur at low altitudes .— } Oyashio 
those of deciduous trees such as the Japanese oak (Quercus (65°C~85°0) i old current 


r--- 85°C 
serrata) and the Japanese beech (Fagus cretana) increased 


dramatically. As a result, forests became a natural source | 
of food, where edible wild plants and nuts were available Tsushima wart 9 
in abundance. Particularly from the southern part of کے‎ i 
Hokkaido to the northern part of the Tohoku region, cool- 
temperate deciduous broadleaved forests known as the 
Boreal Beech Forest Zone spread widely from the plain to 
the coastline, overlapping with the area where people were ١ e 
active (Figure 2-97). p i 7 AAA 
Beech forests were mixed forests of Japanese oak trees, 4-9 
chestnut trees, etc. They provided nuts such as beechnuts, á y .. ' — Temperatures in this figure represent "warinth index" 
y. by Dr. Tatsuo KIRA (1971) based on plant geography. 
chestnuts, and acorns, and also berries in the shrub layer |^ >” | l 
such as kiwi berries, crimson glory vine berries, and l 
Japanese red elder berries. In addition, in the understory Figure 2-97 Ocean currents and beech forests 
layer, there were ferns and fungi such as royal ferns and mushrooms. At the same time, animals feeding on these plants 
such as deer, wild boars, and hares lived. As such, environments of rich biodiversity existed. Also, rainfalls carried 


nutrients from forests down the river to inland bays etc., increasing aquatic resources. 
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(iv) Aquatic resources transported by cold and warm currents 


As a result of sea level rise, extensively shallow inland bays were 
formed and sea currents became more active. The sea came to provide 
fishing grounds where people were able to catch shellfish, such as 
brackish Japanese littleneck clams and freshwater common orient 
clams, and migratory fish such as salmon and trout. Particularly 
around Hokkaido and northern Tohoku, the Tsushima warm current 
and the Liman cold current intersect in the Sea of Japan and the 
Kuroshio warm current and the Oyashio cold current intersect in the 
Pacific Ocean. Therefore, it is characteristic of this region that both of 
the fishes inhabiting warm currents, such as tuna and yellowtail, and 
those of cold currents, such as salmon and trout, are to be seen. 
Especially salmon have a strong habit of returning to home rivers. 
Young salmon migrate to their natal rivers in large numbers in 
autumn. Lean salmon that have consumed fat ascending the river are 


ideal preserved food. People were able to secure food to pass severe 


winter without much difficulty every year. In spring, cherry salmon ` «` 


come back to their natal rivers. In addition, sea mammals such as 
whales and fur seals were also found in inland bays. It was a favorable 


environment for securing food from the sea (Figure 2-98). 








In Hokkaido and northern Tohoku, forest resources nurtured by Figure 2-98 Salmon and trout resources in 1887 *Based on 


beech forests extended to the plains and seacoast, overlapping with 


people's area of activity. They played an important role in people's 


“Biomass of Aquatic Resources and its Changes" (in Japanese, 
Tomoya Akimichi, 1992) 


securing food in spring and autumn. In summer and winter, when forest resources decreased, aquatic resources from 


the sea etc. were used. In addition, migratory fishes such as salmon and trout migrated up the rivers. These provided 


an ideal environment for people to find food in a stable manner throughout the year, enabling people at that time to 


continue to lead a hunter-fisher-gatherer life over a long period. (Figure 2-99). 








Winter 


Autumn 


Summer 


Figure 2-99 Seasonal cycle of food at a settlement site (006 Sannai Maruyama Site) 
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2.b.1.2 People's life in northern Japan 


(i) Emergence of sedentism 

Around 13,000 BCE, a rapid rise in temperature and humidity 
occurred on a global scale. As a result of sea level rise, the Japanese 
archipelago was separated from the continent. The vegetation 
changed from coniferous trees to deciduous trees, increasing the 


availability of nuts; migratory fish moving on the warm and cold 





ocean currents appeared. To use these new food resources, people 
started using pottery for cooking and boiling in this region earlier Figure 2-100 Location and environment in Stage I 
than any other place in Northeast Asia. The emergence of pottery, 
which is not suitable for nomadic lifestyle because of the weight and 
fragility, marks the inception of sedentism by human beings and 
also the opening of a new culture. 

001 Odai Yamamoto Site, where the earliest pot shards were 
unearthed, shows that sedentary lifestyle started, based on the 
crafting of stone tools and the distribution of pottery used for 


cooking, even though there were no full-fledged residential 





facilities such as pit dwellings yet (Figure 2-101). No archaeological 
remains of ritual and ceremonial space from this period has been 


found. Therefore, it is considered that distinctive spiritual culture 


Figure 2-101 Settlement structure of Stage Ia 


was not developed yet. It can be construed as a preliminary stage 
preceding the subsequent developments (Stage Ia). 

The archaeological sites from this period are located in the 
coastal area or river basin (Figure 2-100); the number of the 
archaeological sites is very small and 001 Odai Yamamoto Site is the 


only place where pottery has been discovered. (Figure 2-102) 


(ii) Division of functions within a settlement 

The climate continued to become warmer as a general tendency, 
although there were small fluctuations between cold and warm MES 
climates. Around 7,000 BCE in southern Hokkaido and northern [77 7 


Tohoku, cool-temperate deciduous broad-leaved forests (Boreal E 2. 





Beech Forest) spread to the plains where people lived. The rich * 






biodiversity and abundant food resources provided by cool- ! 


temperate deciduous broad-leaved forests enabled people to lead Figure 27102 Distribution of archaeological site in Stage Ia 


a stable sedentary life for a long time and form settlements. As a 
result, the number of settlements increased dramatically. Also, 
marine currents became more active due to sea level rise, and more 
animals began to inhabit the sea near the coast. As a result, many 
settlements were formed in the coastal area. Settlement 

At 002 Kakinoshima Site, located on a plateau where there is little dur 
impact of marine transgression, a settlement was formed, including 
several residential structures, with clear distinction between the 


residential area and the burial area (Figure 2-103). The emergence 





of the burial area greatly contributed to distinction between 
daily space and special space, a kind of attachment to land, and a 
strengthened bond between people. It is considered to have resulted Figure 2403 Sectementsteucture ot otio Ib 
in formation of ancestor worship (Stage Ib). 
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(iii) Diversification of facilities that constitute settlements 


: ; ; ; : mountain 
Climate warming continued and the marine transgression reached its peak 





around 4,300 BCE. In this region, Mount Towada made a big eruption min ER 
around 4,200 BCE, but settlements did not perish. As a result of using diverse 
forest resources of beech forests, a local cultural region was formed, which 
would exert great influence later. People actively used useful plants of forests 
such as chestnut tress and lacquer trees. While a mild climate continued until 
around 3,000 BCE, the sedentary life became the most stable. Settlements 


were located in groups in the coastal area, lakeside area, riverside area, and 


Figure 2-104 Location and environment in Stage II 


so forth (Figure 2-104). In addition to the residential area and burial area, 
storage facilities for ensuring stable sedentary life and dumping grounds for 
maintaining a clean environment were formed. As a result, the constituent 


elements of settlements diversified (Figure 2-105). 


Settlement 


At 003 Kitakogane Site, a large number of shells, fish bones, and marine 
animal bones have been unearthed, which attest to changes in natural 
environment and people's adaptation to them. From the dumping ground of 
004 Tagoyano Site, bone objects that are still usable and unfinished bracelets 
made of the shell of Glycymeris albolineata have been unearthed in great 


numbers, giving a clue to the style of ritual in this period. At 005 Futasumori 





Site, intentionally broken pots have been unearthed from the shell mound, 
which indicates that the shell mound functioned as a ritual place. In addition, 
it has been found that some storage pits were used as graves. These show Figure 2-05 Settlement stitictute oi stage Ha 


variations in ritual place (Stage IIa). 


(iv) Formation of hub settlements 

From around 4,300 BCE, the climate gradually became colder, although 
relatively stable. There appeared hub settlements that lasted longer than 
others and had diverse facilities within them (Figure 2-106). Ritual places 
within settlements diversified further. Graves accompanied with circular 
stone alignments, stoneworks, and small stone circles appeared. Bigger 


artificial earthen mounds were built. Funereal ceremonies continued to 





be performed actively. In addition, some artificial earthen mounds were 
built over a long period of time, showing that rituals and ceremonies were Figure 2-106 Settlement structure of Stage IIb 
performed from generation to generation. 

In addition, from the shell mounds, not only shells but also human 
bones, animal bones, and intentionally broken pots and stone discs have | | Mutsu Bay 
been unearthed. This is construed as showing that people did not use them | 


simply to dispose of thins out of use, but also to perform rituals, too. 006 


D» Sannai Maruyama 
Sannai Maruyama Site is a settlement site where rituals and ceremonies x | -A 
e 
were performed continually, because it contains various facilities and a TIT ý ° 
: e e 
large number of ritual objects have been unearthed (Figure 2-107). At 007 (ove . 


[) 


Ofune Site, a large artificial earthen mound was built first, and then the 
storage facility and the burial area were placed on either side of the mound. 
This shows that ritual places played an essential role in the formation of a 


settlement. At 008 Goshono Site, the grave, earthen mound, stone alignment, 





and pillar-supported structures were placed separately. Ritual artifacts such 
Figure 2-107 Distribution of archaeological sites in the 


as clay figurines, clay objects, and stone objects have been unearthed together ومسب‎ ding área 006 Sanniad Munn yam Site (Stage IIb) 


with burned animal bones, carbonized nuts, and burned soil. This indicates 


that fire-using rituals were performed (Stage IIb). 
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(v) Settlements becoming smaller and dispersive and distinctive 
ritual place formed 
Around 2,200 BCE, cold climate prevailed temporarily. Under the 


mountain 


influence, the scale of settlements and living environments changed | mountain+river 
significantly. Settlements became smaller and their locations became ١ 
dispersive. People started to build settlements in the hill or mountain, 


which had not been used much as living space before (Figure 2-108). 





To strengthen a bond between dispersively located settlements, 
Figure 2-108 Location and environment of 


people actively built large facilities such as cemeteries and stone ei 
age 


circles that can serve as the central place for them to perform rituals 
and ceremonies together. These facilities were shared by several 
settlements in the region. This shows that regional networks were 
formed, centering around a ritual place (Figures 2-109 and 2-110). A 
great amount of time and workforce was necessary to build, maintain, 
and manage them. It is probable that several groups collaborated 
and planned the work. This is considered to show maturity or 
enhancement of local society. 

009 Irie Site indicates that settlements became smaller, compared to 


those in the preceding stage, and that the distribution of settlements 





became more dispersive . 010 Komakino Stone Circle is a single stone 
circle, stones of which are alignd in a complex structure. 011 Isedotai Figure 2-109 Settlement structure and 
Stone Circles comprise four stone circles accompanied by a large ل نك‎ ne 
number of ritual tools. 012 Oyu 

Stone Circles comprise two stone EE 

circles with a regular structure, | 
containing archaeological 
remains that are concentrically $362 
situated. Collectively, they show £ Fp 
the diversity of stone circles, 
and each is accompanied by 
graves. On the other hand, 
there are no settlements in 
the neighborhood, probably < 
reflecting the spiritulity at that & i 
time (Stage IIIa). s 





Figure 2-T10 Distribution of archaeological sites in the surrounding area of a stone circle (010 


Komakino Stone Circle) in Stage IIIa 
*010 Komakino Stone Circle is the only stone circle that exist in or around the Aomori Plains 
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(vi) Separation of ritual place and cemetery 
Around 1,000 BCE, the climate became slightly cool again. Therefore, the tendency 





of settlements becoming fewer and smaller continued. In this region, people 
continued to build central facilities for joint rituals and ceremonies to strengthen 
a bond between settlements. The burial area was separated from settlements. It 
can be construed as showing that, out of the diverse rituals and ceremonies, rituals 
related to funerals attained special significance and became independent (Figure 
2-111). 

In Hokkaido, burial circles, or cemeteries surrounded by large earthworks 


that needed a large amount of workforce, developed (013 Kiusu Earthwork Burial 





Circles). People continued to build stone circles (014 Omori Katsuyama Stone Circle). Figure 2-111 Settlement structure and 
However, they were different from those of the preceding period in that stone distribution in Stage IIIb 

circles were built separately from the burial area. 015 Takasago Burial Site is a 

cemetery site comprising pit graves and stone alignments. Because the pit graves contained clay figurines and votive 
pots, it shows that rituals were performed in front of the graves. 016 Kamegaoka Burial Site is an archaeological site of 
a cemetery from which aesthetic clay figurines and various burial goods have been unearthed. At 017 Korekawa Site, a 
relatively small-sized settlement with a variety of facilities such as pit dwellings, dumping grounds, or stone alignments 
has been found. It shows the features of settlements at that period which cooperatively supported a ritual center or 


cemetery. Each of these component parts attest to the complex spirituality and the lifeways of this period. (Stage IIIb). 


(vii) End of the Jomon period 

Around 1,000 BCE, paddy-rice cultivation was introduced from the Asian continent to the northern part of Kyushu 
Island of the Japanese archipelago by way of the Korean Peninsula. Around 400 BCE, it spread to the northern part 
of Tohoku. In northern Tohoku, the northernmost agrarian culture in the Japanese archipelago was born, while 
retaining the characteristics of hunter-fisher-gatherer lifeway strongly. In Hokkaido, people did not change to paddy- 
rice cultivation due to the cold climate. Instead, the hunter-fisher-gatherer lifeway was combined with the use of iron 


implements to form Zoku-Jomon (Epi-Jomon) culture. 
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BOX 1 Archaeological remains that attest to the lifestyle of Jomon people 


Pit dwellings 


Pit dwellings are artificial structures that are found universally 
in sedentary cultures. The ground is dug out to make a semi- 
underground floor. A hearth is placed inside. In the case of 
this property, they continued to be built for almost more than 
10,000 years. Depending on the time and place that they were 
built, there are various sizes, shapes, etc. The roof was made 
of reef straws and other plant materials or covered with clay. 
Archaeological remains of large pit dwellings longer than 10 
m that have several hearths have been discovered. The largest 


example has been found at . In some 





cases, archaeological sites of pit structures are found near stone photo 2-111 Archaeological remains of a pit dwelling ( 
circles, they are considered to have been for the purpose of 
maintenance and management of ritual facilities, instead of 


residential purposes, because their number is very small. 


Storage pits 

Storage pits are semi-underground pits, the cross-section of which is in the shape of a flask. The opening is more 
or less 1 m in diameter. The depth is 1-2 m. Because nuts such as horse chestnuts and chestnuts are found, it is 
estimated that these pits were used to store them. In rare cases, human bones or animal bones are found. Therefore, 


it is presumed that these pits were sometimes reused as graves. 





Photo 2-112 Storage pit ( ) 








Watering places 


Watering places include springs and streams that supplied |" 
water for daily life as well as facilities that were used to remove 8 
the bitterness from nuts such as horse nuts and acorns and 
store bark and wooden objects. At , the B 
archaeological remains of a watering place that was made by | 
damming a stream have been found. At the watering place of 
, 1,300 pieces of cooking tools such as stone 
discs and grinding stones have been found. It is presumed | 
that these places served as places for ceremonies and rituals 
associated with disposal of things that were different from 


daily life. 


Photo 2-113 Remains of a watering place ( ) 
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BOX 2 Artifacts that attest to the lifestyle of Jomon people 


Pottery 


The emergence of pottery, which is not suitable for a nomadic way of life due to heavy weight and fragility is 
eloquent evidence of the beginning of a sedentary way of life of humankind in the Japanese archipelago. It marks 
the opening of a new era. As a result of pottery use, cooking food and boiling water became part of peoples life, 
expanding the range of food resources people were able to eat. Also, pottery improved not only peoples diet but also 
sanitation, making a great contribution to the beginning and development of sedentism. 

Furthermore, pottery is an epoch-making container that enable people to take advantage of the first chemical 
reaction that humankind has acquired by heating. Because the plasticity of pottery allowed those who make it to 
express their ideas freely in the shape and decoration of pottery, people started to make many artistic pots. Also, the 
shapes and patterns of pots came to reflect the time and place that they were made clearly. 

Pot shards ranking among the earliest in the world have been discovered from the nominated property. At all 
of the seventeen component parts, a large number of pots have been unearthed. Pottery continued to be made and 


used over more than 10,000 years. 





Photo 2-114 Pottery in Stage II (006 Sannai Maruyama Site) Photo 2-115 Pottery in Stage III (017 Korekawa Site) 


Hunting tools 


Tools that mainly supported hunting were a bow 
and arrow. Stone arrowheads were the type of stone 
object that was manufactured and consumed in larger 
amounts during this period than any other type of 
stone object. It shows that small and medium-sized 
animals were hunted with a bow and arrow. Stone 
arrowheads have been unearthed at all the component 
parts, including 001 Odai Yamamoto Site. This shows that 
people at these seventeen sites practiced hunting over 
a long period exceeding 10,000 years, using the same 
method consistently. It is very rare that bows and arrow 
shafts are unearthed, except a wooden bow, which has 


been unearthed at 017 Korekawa Site. 


Photo 2-117 Arrowheads (001 Odai Yamamoto Site) 
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Fishing tools 


Many of the bone-made objects were used for fishing. Fishing spears have been unearthed, showing that people 
stabbed them to catch fish. Fishhooks and so forth have also been unearthed. Bone spatulas indicate that people 
actively caught shellfish, depending on the living environment. 

Stone sinkers were made by chipping off the edges of flat river stones on both sides to increase stability in the 


water. Therefore, they were used as sinkers for the nets to catch fish particularly in the river and the coastal sea. 


Many stone sinkers have been unearthed at archaeological sites located on river terraces or in the coast. 





Photo 2-118 Stone sinkers (002 Kakinoshima Site) Photo 2-119 Fishhooks (009 Irie Site) 


Accessories 


Accessories were made at 002 Kakinoshima Site and the other component parts from 
the subsequent periods. At 009 Irie Site and 015 Takasago Burial Site, implements 
made of the teeth of wild boar and the shell of Scutellastra optima have been found, 
although wild boars and the said shellfish do not inhabit Hokkaido. At 004 Tagoyano 
Site, many unfinished bracelets made of the shell of Glycymeris albolineata have 
been unearthed. Therefore, it is highly probable that people were making them 
at this place. At 005 Futatsumori Site, a comb made of antler has been unearthed, 
showing the high level of crafts skills at that time. 
These implements made of bone, antler, or shell were probably used as 

accessories in many cases. Some were deposited in graves as burial goods and were 


used for rituals. 





Photo 2-120 Accessory made from wild boar teeth Photo 2-121 Bracelets made of the seashell 
(009 Irie Site) Glycymeris albolineata (004 Tagoyano Site) 


Photo 2-122 Antler-made comb (005 
Futatsumori Site) 
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BOX 3 Archaeological remains that attest to the spirituality of Jomon people 


Graves 

In Stage Ia, rituals or funereal customs were not evident yet. However, in 
Stage Ib, the residential area and the burial area were formed separately, 
and ceremonial customs related to funerals had already been developed. 
Pit graves appeared in Stage Ib. The ground was dug in an oval or a 
circle and the body of the deceased was buried inside the pit. Generally, 
the body was buried in the crouching position; however, in this region, 
there are many cases in which the body was buried in the extended 
position after Stage IIb. In Stage IIIb, small pit graves that are considered 
to be graves for children have also been found. Also, after Stage IIa, 

pots originally made for cooking came to be reused as burial jars. These 
are considered to have been coffins for children. There are cases that 
human bones have been unearthed from them. In Stage IIIb, large-scale 
communal cemeteries surrounded by earthworks were constructed. 
Because of the large size, they were probably built, maintained, and 
managed jointly by several settlements. It is also considered that they 
played an important role in confirming and strengthening social bonds, 


centering on ancestor worship. 


Dumping grounds (artificial earthen mounts and shell mounds) 
Many dumping grounds were made in Stage IIa. Mainly, tools such as 





pottery, stone tools, and bone tools were discarded. Sometimes, organic Maruyama Site) 





materials such as food waste were also discarded. The dumping grounds P NE armes vu isi m 
and artificial earthen mounds differ in that the former do not contain Xt 4 — li j 
soil but the latter contain a large amount of soil. However, there is no r = ` f 


difference between them in term of unearthed artifacts. Based on this, 
some researchers maintain that the dumping ground changed to the 
artificial earthen mounds after Stage IIb. 

Artificial earthen mounds are intentionally constructed structures 
higher than the surrounding land. A large amount of pottery, stone 
objects, clay figurines, and ritual artifacts, and sometimes waste 
materials from daily life, are buried in the soil. They appeared in Stage 
Ia and became larger after Stage IIb. At large-scale hub settlements such 
as 006 Sannai Maruyama Site, large earthen mounds were constructed 
over a long period. Because not only pot shards but also many ritual 
artifacts have been unearthed from them, they are considered to have | 
been facilities related to rituals. Photo 2-125 Pot shards discarded in the earthen mound 

In stage IIa, shell mounds (or shell middens) started to be built (006 Sannai Maruyama Site) 
around the inland bays that were formed as a result of the marine p- IVA. gh. qom. c eit MRUR 
transgression. Many common orient clams that inhabit the warm PP 0 اد ري‎ s MES 
environment were caught, and shell mounds were actively built adi: — 
particularly along the Pacific coastline, such as around Uchiura Bay and 
Lake Ogawara. In Stage IIb, in which the climate became cooler and the 
marine regression advanced, inland bays became brackish. As a result, 
the shell layers dating from this period mostly contain the shells of 
Japanese basket clams. Because shell mounds contain bones of interred 
humans and a large amount of pots and stone objects, it is considered 
that they were not simple piles of waste materials from daily life, but 


were serving as ritual places, too. Photo 2-126 Cross-section of a shell layer (005 
Futatsumori Site) 
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Stone circles 


In Stage IIIa, the settlements became smaller and more 
dispersed. At the same time, stone circles started to be 
built, placing gravels in a ring or a circle. They were 
ritual places accompanied by communal cemeteries. 
Stone circles vary in terms of location and the way that 
stones are aligned. Some are a single stone circle and (55 min diameter) 

others are multiple stone circles existing in one place. et = as 
Some stone circles comprise a single ring and others 4 : 
comprise concentric multiple rings. In some cases, stone 


circles indicate special relations to the orientations 





of the sun at summer solstice, winter solstice, spring 





Photo 2-127 Built on the artificially leveled land on the slope of a hill 


equinox, and autumnal equinox, or surrounding (010 Komakino Stone Circle) 


landforms and landmarks such as mountains. Also, 
some did not last long and others did. Each stone circle 
is quite distinctive. In some cases, they were found = 
accompanied with pit dwellings, storage, facilities, 
and pillar-supported facilities. But, these facilities 
are considered to have been built for the purpose of 
maintaining and managing stone circles, instead of for 
residential purposes. 

Stone circles are usually built outside settlements. As 
settlements became smaller and sparse during the same ATP. SS 
period, it is thought that people built stone circles also * (45 m in diameter) NR 


to confirm a bond among them by working together for DI o XP 


bi ^ 





construction and rituals. Photo 2-128 Four stone circles concentrated in the northern edge ofa 


wide plateau(011 Isedotai Stone Circles) 


(49 min diameter) 


— : 
وي‎ ac OR Be e) 
"—- 1 


١ 
b 


onakado stone circle 
in diameter) 
Manza stone:cirele 


(52 m.n- diameter) 





Photo 2-129 Located on the narrow hill between the rivers ( 012 Oyu Photo 2-130 Located at the foot of Mount Iwaki, apparently oriented 
Stone Circles) toward the summit (014 Omori Katsuyama Stone Circle) 


„ = » in the photo indicates 


E ' the stone circles. 
& ع بي‎ 
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BOX 4 Artifacts that attest to the spirituality of Jomon people 


Clay figurines 

Clay figurines, locally known as "dogu', are most universal ritual artifacts that have been unearthed from the 
archaeological sites of the Jomon period. It is not clear exactly for what purpose they were used. However, because 
most of them represent women, some researchers maintain that they were related to delivery or childbirth and 
were used to pray for fertility or rebirth. In the early phase, they were in the shape of simple tablets. Around 3,000 
BCE, the details of the human body came to be represented, such as the face, arms, stomach, and breasts (eg. 006 
Sannai Maruyama Site). Furthermore, around 2,000 BCE, various expressions appeared, such as standing and seated 
postures. The expressions related to pregnancy and childbirth became particularly distinctive (eg. 012 Oyu Stone 
Circles). Around 1,000 BCE appeared exquisitely-crafted "goggle-eyed" clay figurines that have distinctive eye 
expressions (eg. 016 Kamegaoka Burial Site and 017 Korekawa Site). 





Photo 2-131 Flat clay figurine (006 Sannai ^ Photo 2-132 Clay figurines (010 Komakino Photo 2-133 Goggle-eyed clay figurine (016 


Maruyama Site) Stone Circle) Kamegaoka Burial Site) Dogu/unearthed from 
Kamegaoka Kizukuri Town Nishitsugaru-gun Aomori 
Prefecture Exhibited in Tokyo National Museum, Image: 
TNM Image Archives 


Clay objects 


Since around 2,000 BCE, clay objects in the shape of animals came to be crafted (eg. 011 Isedotai Stone Circles and 
016 Kamegaoka Burial Site). The animals represented by these clay objects were the wild boar, bear, monkey, marine 
animals, and so forth. They were probably made in prayer for abundant natural resources. 


Clay objects in the shape of mushrooms were also made (eg. 010 Komakino Stone Circle and 012 Oyu Stone Circles). 


T 


Photo 2-134 Clay objects (011 Isedotai Stone Circles) Photo 2-135 Various ritual objects (012 Oyu Stone Circles) 
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Lacquered tools 
From 016 Kamegaoka Burial Site and 017 Korekawa Site were unearthed pots and wooden vessels that were beautifully 
decorated with red-colored and black-colored japan. The excellent crafts skills are manifested in the development 


of patterns on these lacquered objects, which can be construed to reflect the development of spirituality of people in 


this region. 





Photo 2-136 Lacquered wooden vessel (017 Korekawa Site) 


Patterns on pottery 


Since pottery started to be used at 001 Odai Yamamoto Site, pottery continued to reflect the spirituality of people in 
this region constantly. 

Particularly after around 3,000 BCE, the decoration of pottery in the rim of the opening underwent unique 
development. The rime of the opening was shaped in a waving pattern. Clay cords were attached on the surface of 
pottery, centering on the rim. Various tools were used, such as bamboo, bundles of plant fibers, and shells. At 016 
Kamegaoka Burial Site and 017 Korekawa Site, pots were coated with japan (lacquer). These pottery decorations were 
not made for functional or utilitarian purposes only. 

Over time, delicate expressions were added to the patterns on pottery. The fact that people's spirituality was 
fully reflected in pottery, which was the most familiar and universal utensil of life, demonstrates the development 


of complex spirituality. 





Photo 2-138 Lacquered clay vessels (016 Kamegaoka Burial Site) Photo 2-139 Lacquered clay pots (017 Korekawa Site) 
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BOX 5 Difference between sedentary hunter-gatherer society and agrarian society 


At this property, seeds and fossilized pollens of domesticated plants dating from the Jomon period have been 
unearthed as a result of archaeological excavations. However, no archaeological remains of paddy fields, farmlands, 
and so forth have been found. The domesticated plants were limited to gourds and legumes; neither rice or wheat 
has been found. Therefore, this property is not considered to be of an agrarian culture. 

The agrarian culture in the Japanese archipelago was basically cultivation of paddy rice as the single crop, which 
entailed significant landforms change and land development to make paddy fields, farmlands, water channels, 
and levees. Special tools for agriculture were used to manage and cultivate rice and wheat mainly. Around 1,000 
BCE, paddy rice cultivation was introduced from the Asian continent to the northern part of Kyushu Island of the 
Japanese archipelago through the Korean Peninsula. It spread to the northern part of Tohoku over the next 700 
years, but did not reach Hokkaido. 

The period of agriculture that spread in the Japanese archipelago is called Yayoi period. With the beginning of 
the Yayoi period, the period of this property based on hunting, fishing, and gathering for livelihood came to an end. 


A sedentary way of life continued to be formed in the Yayoi period. However, it had different characteristics 
from those of the sedentary way of life of a hunter-gatherer culture, as follows. 

Settlements gradually came to be concentrated in the plains that were suitable for paddy rice cultivation. The 
locations of the settlements became standardized, and the diversity in settlement locations of the hunter-fisher- 
gatherer culture was lost. Also, settlements came to be clearly delineated with large moats and so forth. The 
different concept of settlement area was born from that of a society based on hunting, fishing, and gathering. 

In the Yayoi period, metal tools such as bronze bells, which were the communal property of the settlement, were 
used in rituals and ceremonies to pray for stable agricultural production. They differed completely from the ritual 
tools of the Jomon period, which were small clay or stone objects to pray for the good catch and stability of hunting, 
fishing, and gathering. 

Also, in the Yayoi period, the productivity of agriculture improved, and the difference in productivity gave 
rise to economic disparity as well as social hierarchy among different settlements. Economically advantageous 
settlements annexed and controlled the surrounding settlements and became larger. Within the settlement, 
powerful individuals appeared and took the leading position. These individuals began to preside over rituals and 
ceremonies. Shrines were built in association with the worship of individuals, and special tombs to bury individuals 
began to be built. Then, rituals and ceremonies for individuals came to be newly performed. These styles of rituals 
and ceremonies in the Yayoi period were significantly different from those of the hunter-fisher-gatherer culture in 


which, it is thought, members of the settlement were involved in rituals on equal terms. 


As stated above, although both were sedentary societies, sedentism brought about sustainable appeasement 
among different settlements in the hunter-fisher-gatherer culture, whereas it resulted in conflicts among different 


settlements, which would eventually lead to hierarchal society. 
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2.b.2 Attributes of the Outstanding Universal Value of the property 

This property bears testimony to a long-lived sedentary, hunter-fisher-gatherer way of life, which managed to adapt to 
changes in the natural environment. It is a rare example that attests to a preagricultural lifestyle of prehistoric people 
in Northeast Asia. 


The value of this property is ascribable to the following four attributes from (a) to (d): 


Attribute (a): Demonstrating a lifestyle characterized by managed use of natural resources 


Prehistoric people in this region made a managed use of abundant forest and aquatic resources in a sustainable manner 
and started to lead a sedentary, hunter-fisher-gatherer life, using pottery around 15,000 years ago. They developed a 
sedentary lifestyle for more than 10,000 years to maturity, without changing to agriculture. In the meantime, various 
changes in the climate and environment occurred, such as marine transgression, regression, large volcanic activities, 
earthquakes, and tsunamis. However, they managed to adapt to these changes, and human society did not perish in 
this region. 

In this region, cool-temperate deciduous broadleaved forests (Boreal Beech Forest) prevailed in the plains, and 
people were able to use abundant forest resources such as nuts. Since warm and cold currents intersected off the coast, 
various aquatic resources were available, too. This property is a rare example that provides archaeological evidence 


attesting to people's adaptation of diets to seasonal changes and environmental changes. 


Attribute (b): Demonstrating complex spirituality, as evident in rituals and ceremonies 


It has been archaeologically found that, in the very early stage of prehistoric times, people had already established a 
sophisticated, complex spiritual culture through daily life. 

Pit graves, or oblong or circular holes dug in the ground to inter the deceased, were often concentrated at specific 
places, forming burial areas. The bodies of the deceased were buried, some in a crouching position and others in an 
extended position, with a variety of burial goods such as lacquer ware (eg. combs and bracelets), gems (steatite, amber, 
and jade), and red-tinted clay-made accessories. Shell mounds and artificial earthen mounds had served as ritual 
facilities. Not only waste materials from daily life such as shells, but also human bones, animal bones, burned clay, 
intentionally destroyed pots and stone objects, and clay figurines which are interpreted as representing maternity 
were also discovered. This indicates that some kind of ritual was performed in relation to ancestor worship or nature 
worship. 

The spiritual culture of people in this region is most evidently represented by stone circles that were made of stone 
elements were aligned in a complex manner. There were different forms of stone circle, such as a single circle, multiple 
circles, and double circles. In some cases, there were pit graves directly beneath the stone circle. Some stone circles were 
built probably in consideration of the movement of the sun or in relation to landmarks or other stone circles in the 
surrounding area. It is considered that they were built in prayer for the fertility of nature or to confirm a bond among 
the people involved. 

Artificial earthen mounds contain various clay-made and stone-made objects such as pots, stone tools, and clay 
figurines which had been deposited over a long period of time. It is also important that rituals and ceremonies were 


performed from generation to generation. 


Attribute (c): Demonstrating diverse relations between settlement locations and livelihood 


Settlements are the base for people's life. Their locations are considered to have been related closely to livelihood and 
vividly reflect the worldview of people at that time. To secure food in a stable manner, diverse locations were selected 
for settlements, at places near rivers where salmon swimming upstream can be caught, in tidelands where brackish 
shellfish can be caught, or near colonies of beech and chestnut trees. Skills and tools for obtaining food were developed 
in accordance with the specific conditions of different locations. During the marine transgression period, settlements 
were built on high river/marine terraces; during the marine regression period, they were placed near the seacoast 
close to the source of food. Adapting to the sea level fluctuation due to climate change, people were able to maintain 
their hunter-fisher-gatherer way of life for a long period of time, by taking advantage of abundant aquatic and forest 


resources such as salmon, trout, brackish and freshwater clams, deer, wild boars, chestnuts, and walnuts. 
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Attribute (d): Demonstrating the transition of the form of settlements 


With the emergence of pottery, a sedentary life started and dwelling sites were formed. Subsequently, the spatial 
division of functions took place within settlements, such as the distinction between the residential area and the 
burial area. As the mild climate continued, settlement facilities had diversified in some villages that had special 
elements such as ritual places, dumping grounds, and storage pits and were clearly different from small settlements 
in the surrounding area. Subsequently, these settlements functioned as a hub, and places or facilities specialized for 
rituals and ceremonies developed, among other things. As the cold climate prevailed, settlements became smaller and 
dispersed. People began to build cemeteries and ritual centers outside settlements, which were jointly used by several 
settlement groups. Furthermore, cemeteries that were maintained and managed by several settlement groups came 
to be built separately from ritual centers. They functioned as a bond between people. As this shows, people in this 
region changed the settlement structure in adaptation to climate change and social situation, while they continued a 
sedentary, hunter-fisher-gatherer lifestyle for more than 10,000 years. This property is of exceptional value in enabling 


us to confirm, based on tangible evidence, the transition of the form of settlements in the prehistoric period. 


Attribute (a) 


Demonstrating a lifestyle characterized Demonstrating diverse relations 
by managed use of natural resources between settlement locations and 
livelihoods 


Attribute (b) 


Demonstrating complex spirituality. as Demonstrating the transition of the 
evident in rituals and ceremonies form of settlements 





Figure 2-113 Four attributes that convey the value of the nominated property 
2.b.3 Important developments concerning preservation 


1) Archaeological Excavations 


Written records show that pottery and clay figurines were unearthed at 006 Sannai Maruyama Site and 016 Kamegaoka 
Burial Site already in the 7th century. Archaeological excavations at Japan's archaeological sites of the Jomon period 
began in 1877, when American zoologist Edward S. Morse conducted a survey at the shell mounds of Omori (Tokyo). 
This was followed by excavations by universities and other research institutions, aiming at the formation of a detailed 
chronology of Jomon pottery types. 

As far as the nominated property is concerned, the first archaeological excavation started at 016 Kamegaoka 
Burial Site in 1889 by The Tokyo Imperial University, followed by excavations at 004 Tagoyano Site, to the north of 016 
Kamegaoka Burial Site, and then at 005 Futatsumori Site. In 1926, based on the studies of the pottery unearthed from 017 
Korekawa Site etc., the pottery manufactured in Hokkaido and northern Tohoku from ca. 5,900 BCE to 4,300 BCE was 
named “Ento” pottery (literally, “cylindrical” pottery). 

Excavations continued after 1945 at 003 Kitakogane Site, 009 Irie Site, 015 Takasago Burial Site, 016 Kamegaoka Burial 
Site and elsewhere by universities, individual researchers, and other parties. At 012 Oyu Stone Circles, which had already 
been discovered in 1931, the Commission for the Protection of Cultural Properties (present-day Agency for Cultural 
Affairs) conducted excavations from 1951. 

The Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties was amended in 1954, making it mandatory for those who plan 


any development project at an archaeological site to submit prior notification. Today, when there is a development 
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plan at an archaeological site, an archaeological excavation is to be conducted to determine the extent and content of 
the archaeological site. Based on this information, the prefectural government in charge makes a decision on whether 
the site should be preserved in the existing state or the development can proceed after fulfilling the requirement 
of compiling archaeological records through a rescue archaeological excavation. 008 Goshono Site is an example 
of the former case in which the decision was made to preserve it in the existing condition, as a result of the initial 
archaeological excavation. 

If, during the rescue archaeological excavation, the site has been found to be important beyond the expectation of 
the initial archaeological excavation, the development project may be canceled or modified to preserve the site in the 
existing state, after consultation with the project proponent. 

Examples of this case include 007 Ofune Site, 006 Sannai Maruyama Site, 011 Isedotai Stone Circles, and 014 Omori 
Katsuyama Stone Circle, for which the development projects were reviewed during excavations for recording and the 
decision was made to preserve them in the existing state. 

Since the 1960s, Japan experienced high economic growth, which brought about a rapid increase in development 
projects. In proportion to this, the number of archaeological excavations increased throughout Japan. To respond 
to the growing demand for archaeological excavations, local governments strengthened their capacities, including 
the employment of special officers for buried cultural properties. Since then archaeological excavations have been 
carefully conducted and reports have been compiled and made available to the public. As a result, the amount of 
archaeological information about sites of the Jomon period has increased dramatically, and Jomon prehistoric sites 
have attracted wide recognition from the public. In recent years, as a measure to ensure preservation and utilization 
of archaeological sites, excavations to determine the extent and content of important archaeological sites have been 
carried out as a priority. As a result, many sites are preserved in a good state of conservation and, after having been 


designated as Historic Sites, have been made open to the public as archaeological parks. 


2) Legislation 

In Japan, the protection of valuable historic sites, places of scenic beauty, animals, plants, and minerals began in 1919, 
when the Law for the Preservation of Historic Sites, Places of Scenic Beauty and Natural Monuments was enacted. The 
law stipulated the designation of Historic Sites, the requirement of prior permission for any projects that would alter 
the existing state or affect the preservation, and the restrictions on the land. 

In Hokkaido and northern Tohoku, 016 Kamegaoka Burial Site and 004 Tagoyano Site were the first to be designated 
as Historic Sites (in 1944), and 013 Kiusu Earthwork Burial Circles were provisionally designated as a Historic Site in 
1930 (and later designated as a Historic Site formally in 1979). 

Since the enactment of the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties in 1950, the protection of valuable cultural 
heritage has been actively promoted in Japan. Archaeological sites dating from the Jomon period have been designated 
consistently as Historic Sites: 012 Oyu Stone Circles in 1951 (later designated as a Special Historic Site in 1956), 017 
Korekawa Site in 1951, 013 Kiusu Earthwork Burial Circles in 1979, 003 Kitakogane Site in 1987, and 009 Irie Site in 1988. 

In the 1990s, the analytical methodology of natural sciences was actively introduced into archaeology, and 
information about archaeological sites more than simple distribution of archaeological remains dramatically 
increased, such as the reconstruction of the environment at that time and data obtained by high-precision absolute 
dating techniques. Based on these data, the designation of archaeological sites as Historic Sites continued: 008 Goshono 
Site in 1993, 010 Komakino Stone Circle in 1995, 006 Sannai Maruyama Site in 1997 (later designated as a Special Historic 
Site in 2000), 005 Futatsumori Site in 1998, 007 Ofune Site and 010 Isedotai Stone Circles in 2001, 015 Takasago Burial Site in 
2002, 002 Kakinoshima Site in 2011, 014 Omori Katsuyama Stone Circle in 2012, and 001 Odai Yamamoto Site in 2013. 
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